CELEBRATION OF SEPTEMBER 15, 2016

175th Foundation Jubilee of the feminine branch of Holy Cross Women

Opening Remarks

His Excellency Monsignor Christian Lépine, Bishop of Montréal,
His Excellency Monsignor Kontiebo, Bishop of Tenkodogo, Burkina Faso,

Mr. Alan DeSousa, Mayor of Saint-Laurent, 

Mr. Jocelyn Decoste, Chief Executive Assistant to the Honorable Stéphane Dion, Deputy of Saint-Laurent,
Ladies and gentlemen, collaborators and partners of our various projects and works,

Sisters and Brothers, present in the name of your Religious Congregations,

Dear Sisters, dear Fathers and Brothers, Associates of Holy Cross and friends of the Family of Holy Cross, 

· On this 15th of September, day of the feast of our patroness, Mother Mary of Sorrows, Our Lady of Compassion, we desired your presence among us, Sisters of Holy Cross, to commemorate the 175th anniversary of the foundation of the Women’s branch of Holy Cross by Father Basile Moreau, in France.   
· Aware of your many responsibilities and heavy schedules your presence today is all the more appreciated and deepens our joy! A heartfelt thank you!
· With our Sisters  Fathers and Brothers of Holy Cross, with the Associates and the Members of New Forms of Consecration of Quebec, we wish to greet the presence in our midst of the Leadership Teams of Ontario, Western Canada, the United States and of Quebec, witnesses of our migrations here in the North.
· In fact, 175 years ago, Father Moreau brought together four young women, among whom was Léocadie Gascoin, chosen as his right hand, in order to complete his Religious Family of Fathers, Brothers and Sisters of Holy Cross. At that time the Sisters were known as the Marianites of Holy Cross.

· From the origins of the foundation, Father Moreau favored mission beyond national borders and sent the members of his Congregation in diverse countries, such as, Algeria (1840), the United States (1841), Canada, here in Saint Laurent, (1847), Italy (1850), Bengal (1853), and Poland (1856).  His desire was that the message of Jesus’ unconditional love be proclaimed beyond the borders of France, his native land. With audacity, zeal, and total confidence in Divine Providence, he risked his meager resources for the sake of these new foundations.
· Because of extenuating circumstances at that time, the development of the Sisters evolved differently from that of the Fathers and Brothers of Holy Cross who continue to exist as one Congregation. From France some of the Marianites of Holy Cross were sent abroad. In 1869 the group in the United States became known as the Sisters of the Holy Cross of Indiana and in 1883 the group here, in Canada, were identified as the Sisters of Holy Cross. 
· However, the three branches of the Sisters of Holy Cross are united by the same charism and the same spirituality. Present in 16 countries: North America, South America, the Caribbean, Africa, Europe and Asia, we strive to be, like Mary our Patroness, women of compassion standing at the foot of the crosses of the world working for peace and justice for all people through liberating education in various domains such as, formal education at all levels, health services, social work, pastoral ministry, accompaniment and the support of social and community development. Where there are situations of distress and death that is where we are called to be so that life may triumph.
· On the feast of our Patroness, as we celebrate this Jubilee with all the people from various countries who have received us in their midst, we ask you, here present, to pray with us and for us and to continue to journey with us so that our heart of compassion may never cease to be moved by suffering and that nothing will impede our mobilization in the face of today’s crosses: abused children, the trafficking of women, the displaced victims of war and hunger and all those seeking asylum. Let us pray for the insufferable abuse of the riches of our planet and their destruction in the name of capital gain, before the divisiveness of our common humanity…and for so many other crosses…
· We will also pray for you so that your commitment to life and to justice continue to be firm and resolute and so that our solidarity and collaboration to « live  well together » in our societies will make a difference and will prepare better times than ours for future generations.
· Thank you for being here with us! May this celebration be for each and every one a time of fraternal communion and a time of joy!
Kesta Occident, c.s.c.
Saint-Laurent, September 15,  2016



