ART & CREATIVITY
INTERREGIONAL MISSION GROUP
MAY 14 - 16, 2010

The grateful heart of a Sister of Holy Cross resonates her relationship wiflndag@or when she shares the vision
of her belief with others. This life of service and dedication to God’s people ibethrudhen one opens her mind
and heart to the possibilities of beauty and the stirrings of God’s action in séticaoither.

The interregional mission group of Art & Creativity met in Manchester, NNay 14 — 16, 2010 with the intent
of deepening this reality.

Sister Carol Descoteaux, CSC, Regional Animator and Mission Director of Shé&egion, welcomed our sisters
from different regions of our congregation. Those who were not able to come to thegmedated their hearts,
prayers and intent through the sharing of themselves, their projects and thusirofvonity.
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Sister Doris Gagnon shared with us the video by Dewitt Jones, a photographer for
National Geographic magazine, in which Dewitt called us to view our world through
different lenses, always alert to the possibility of the coming moment, rfexier ta
“make a mistake”, and ever open to the richness of finding “another right ansvirer”. T
discussion that followed revealed the layers of possibility that emanatesifraning our
stories.
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Saturday morning we were enriched by the conference prepared by Sists Domontier,

CSC La Beaute, L'Art et Le Regard! Sr. Louise shared her concept aéieodment of art
through the centuries, the introduction of perspective, the expression of beauty throygh man
forms, the search for new ways to depict beauty, struggle, love, evil, the yearthieg of

heart, the depth of the soul.... all called us to see our world, our mission and our commitment
in a new light.
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The camaraderie of sharing lunch in the wake of such a conference was heightengdlcoming of unexpected
guests and the sharing of lunches was a natural “welcome-in” of those God ukadde our perspective on the
expected.
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Life sings the beauty of nature, faith, relationships and the everyday eversisapatour days.
Saturday afternoon, Sister Cecile Charette, CSC, presented the “SpiratidMusic

Throughout the Ages”. The deep need of each person to find harmony with their God, with
world and sometimes, in spite of ourselves, to communicate with those about us, wa®a pic
tactfully assembled through the presentation of the inspiration and compositionsnaistiees.
The conference was a pictorial story of the depth of union with life, the strugdiasahkind,
the search for a deeper meaning to our existence. Is this not our search for&ostitrings

by the “Hound of Heaven™? Is this not our Symphony of Life?
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To communicate we must first be able to hear and understand. The means to this is to
translate for others that all may participate. A gift for languagagit for communion.
Our thanks go to Sister Pauline Morneau, CSC for providing this loving service to us.
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At the heart of our lives, is the expression of our gratitude to God who created us and bElcaagsgave us
Christ who came to bless our humanity and, with the Spirit, shows us the way to thes foilllifleswith the
Creator.

Father Gerry Auger shared these thoughts with us:
“All of us leave a part of our souls in our creativity.
Every person’s creative work, whether it be music or painting or architecture or
literature, is always a Reflection of the Divine Radiance hidden in our hearts
We praise our God for all creative people among us, especially members of the
Congregation of Holy Cross.
May you continue to radiate the Image and Likeness of God with your Gifts

and the Smile of God upon the people you seitrejoy and enthusiasth
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The very simple but festive supper was a time to continue to “break bread” andgmizedbe giftedness of our
sisters.

Gratitude and recognition was expressed to our presenters for their wilBrigreggend
many hours preparing such rich conferences. These are the moments vdaenlivesally
“touch” the expertise, the professionalism, the dedication, the commitment anuel |
our sisters, true Holy Cross educators. Thank you, Louise and Cecile!
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The tempo of Christ’s life was, and is, a constant giving of self, a seartttefaray to reach another, an invitation
to say “Yes” to God’s will. This “beat of the heart” called Christ and us toaadinprayer and reflection.

On Sunday morning, our group found itself on a search for union of self, nature, God'‘s paegkuoltenately,
God’s will in our lives. We journeyed together to the Cathedral of the Pines in Rindge,hHéke We placed
ourselves in God’s presence through communal prayer followed by time for peeftaaion.

Our communal sharing led us further into our quest for ways to express our gifththrssen.

The insights gained will center on concrete action once the ideas are brougbtd@ftHoly Cross” and all those
committed to our goals have had the opportunity to bring their richness and gifts tectiesidin. Look to a
further sharing in the fall.
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Hospitality is part of the charism of the Sisters of Holy Cross. Thigyréabk on a beautiful portrayal of the

“sisterhood” that identifies us as:
+ the warmth of inclusion enhanced the bonds of our communion
+ our companions were welcomed by the sisters at Saint George Manor
+ our mission group was treated to a barbeque hosted by our sisters at Holy bifanNashua
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It takes many “points of light” to form a ray of sunshine. It takes manyrfemds of giftedness” to share our love
for God’s people. Each of us is called to be present to the other through our gifts. Issibe grioup, Art &
Creativity, our call is expressed in our identity, ie, “Co-creators with Godyenoh Her creation: we foster

creativity in others for the sake of the Mission”.

We thank you for reading about our journey. We count on your prayers that we may ramtrour calling and
we unite our prayers to yours for the dearest need of your heart.
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